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issues and the water storage issues were so intertwined in our
statutes that it became confu sing and not e f f icient to do it
that way. So Depa r tment of Natural Resources recommended LB 145

as basically clean-up language . It al s o m a kes cl ear that owners
of livestock waste control facilities are exempt from obtaining
a s t o rage water p e rm it, but may be responsible for obtaining a
dam safety permit if it 's appropriate. The bill also allows

limited exemp t ion from the require m ents that livestock waste
control facilities divert incidental runoff in the v icinity of
the facility. Section 4 of the bill is L B 123, which was
adopted as part of this committee's amendment unanimously . It
establishes seven criteria for the director of the D ep artment of
Natural Resou r ce s to exami ne in making a det e rmination as to

whether or not a w at er tr ansfer permit should be a pp r oved. And
those criter ia are: th e natu re of t he pr o posed use a nd whether

it is a beneficial use of g r ound water; the ava i lability to the
applicant of alterna t ive sources of ground wa t er; any negative
effect of the p r oposed w i thdrawal on g rou nd water sup plies
needed to meet present or re asonable future demands for wa ter in

the area of the proposed wit hdrawal, or to comply with any
interstate compact or de cree, or to f ul fill the provisio ns of
any for mal state contracts or agreement; it also adds i dentical

l anguage i n (3) to s ur f ace wa ter supp lies; an y adverse
environmenta l effects of th e proposed withdrawal or
transportation of g r ound water--this means those effects wh ich
are reg u lated and enforced by fed eral and st a te a greements,
settlements, or compac t s; and it also add s th e cumu lative

effects of the proposed wit hdrawal and the tran sfer in
conjunction with all other tr ansfers; an d any oth e r factor
consistent with th e pu rpose of th is act that the d i r ector deems

relevant to protect the health, safety, and welfare of the state
and its citizens. Wa ter w ithdrawal and transfers h a ve been a
big issue recently. And we believe LB 123, in conjunction with
LB 619, would give the di rector of the Department of Natu ral
Resources p len ty of , for lack of a bet t e r word, ammunition to
use should it be . . .should he determine that the w ithdra wa l of
water fr om a certain area of the state and the transfer of that
water, either intrastate or interstate, would be d e t rimental to
the stat e of Nebras ka or to th a t a rea of the s t a te where the
water is being w i thdrawn. Sect ion 5 cont ains the orig inal
provisions of LB 619. This zs a bill that Senator Preister is
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